4                             INDIA AND THE INDIANS

thirds of the entire population of India belong to the Hindu com-
munity. They form the majority in all the larger Provinces except
Bengal and the Punjab, as well as in all the larger States except
Kashmir.

The other great community is that of die Mohammedans, who
form a quarter of the whole population (94-! millions). They are
partly the descendants of the Turkish and Mongol invaders who
poured over the passes into India at intervals from the eleventh
century onwards, and partly of the peoples converted by them.
To the former class belong the Pathans, who are closely allied to
the Afghans, and to the latter the Mohammedans of Bengal, who
are of a very different physical type. The Mohammedans are still
mainly concentrated in the north of India, though for several
centuries their rule and culture extended far into the south. To-day
they form die bulk of the population in the North-West Frontier
Province, in Sind, and in the State of Kashmir; and rather more
than half die population of the great Provinces of Bengal and the
Punjab. There are over 8 millions of them in the United Pro-
vinces, large numbers in Assam and Bihar, and a smaller propor-
tion in Bombay and Madras. The great State of Hyderabad has a
Mohammedan ruler but the majority of the population are
Hindus.

Compared with the Hindus and Mohammedans the minority
communities are very small, but some of them have an influence
out of all proportion to their numbers. Such a minority are the
Sikhs, about 6 millions, concentrated almost entirely in die Pro-
vince of the Punjab and the adjoining Punjab States. The Sikhs
left Hinduism in the sixteenth century and later became organised
on a political and military basis. They have no caste, do not wor-
ship idols, do not cut their hair, and do not smoke. Under their
great leader Ranjit Singh, they became the founders of an im-
portant kingdom in the north, and remained the dominant power
in the Punjab until its annexation in 1849. The principles and
doctrines of their faith are recorded in t&eir holy book; called the
Granth Sahib, which is kept in the Golden Temple at Amritsar,